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COOL TALKS
The UNEP Cool Coalition Webinar Series

Cool Talks spotlight innovative solutions, policies, and partnerships across the sustainable cooling landscape.
From passive cooling and refrigerants to finance, technology, and just access, each session brings together global
experts to exchange knowledge, inspire action, and accelerate progress toward a cooler, more resilient future.

Extreme Heat Action in Cities and Communities

Date: June 2026
Time: 15:00 CEST / 09:00 EDT

Duration: 60 minutes

REGISTER HERE

Background

Extreme heat is becoming one of the fastest-growing risks for cities worldwide. Heatwaves are among
the deadliest climate-related hazards, causing hundreds of thousands of deaths annually, while the
urban heat island effect can raise city temperatures by an additional 5 to 10°C. These impacts are
often most severe in low-income communities living in informal or self-built housing, where poor
construction quality, limited ventilation and lack of access to cooling can make indoor temperatures
dangerous.

New research led by University of Michigan in Brazil, Colombia and Burkina Faso examines how passive
cooling interventions can reduce indoor heat exposure in vulnerable settlements. Through
participatory design and building-performance analysis, the research highlights practical measures
such as shading, ventilation, reflective materials and improved envelopes that can enhance thermal
comfort while avoiding additional energy demand. The findings offer important lessons for cities
seeking equitable responses to rising heat.

At the same time, governments, cities and humanitarian partners are beginning to integrate heat
resilience into wider planning, preparedness and investment strategies. This year’s Heat Action Day,

led by the Red Cross Red Crescent Climate Centre, is raising awareness of extreme heat risks indoors
and the simple measures that can protect people at home, at work and in care settings. The World
Environment Day 50@50 activation is focused on city-level preparedness, bringing cities together to
promote practical action that protects vulnerable people and communities from urban heat.

Building on this momentum, the Beat the Heat implementation drive, launched by the COP30 Brazilian
Presidency and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Cool Coalition, supports local


https://un-org-unep.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_x0rB5rwGRfSp5louuowVsw
https://www.ifrc.org/get-involved/campaign-us/heat-action-day
https://coolcoalition.org/media-center/campaigns/50-50
https://coolcoalition.org/media-center/campaigns/50-50
https://coolcoalition.org/projects/beat-the-heat

() i /
UN©® @ i [y TV TBMANGOUESE o - imate jnpsar

i t
programme !V£ UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN Centre partnership

action through heat assessments, passive cooling, public procurement and subnational delivery, while
the Nature for Cooling Challenge, supported by the Global Environment Facility, is helping cities
develop funded nature-based cooling solutions through technical support, planning tools and
investment preparation.

Together, these experiences show that effective heat action must connect evidence, policy and
implementation across city systems, neighbourhoods and households. This Cool Talk will explore how
research-informed solutions can help cities protect vulnerable communities and scale practical
responses to extreme heat.

Event Objectives

e Present new evidence on how passive cooling interventions can reduce indoor heat
exposure in low-income, self-built housing and vulnerable urban communities.

e Explore how cities can translate heat risk into practical action through housing upgrades,
urban planning, public-space interventions and community-level solutions.

e Highlight implementation pathways through initiatives such as Beat the Heat, Heat Action
Day, 50@50, and the Nature for Cooling Challenge.

o |dentify lessons from Brazil, Colombia, Burkina Faso and other contexts on the partnerships,
finance and delivery models needed to scale inclusive heat resilience solutions.

Agenda
15:00 — 15:05 Welcome Ekta Jhaveri, Program Manager, Climate-Health,
(5 min) William Davidson Institute

e Ana Paula Pimentel Walker, Associate
Professor, Urban Planning, Taubmann
College, University of Michigan

15:05 - 15:25 | Passive Cooling in Informal e Gabriel Harp, Director of Research and
(20 min) Settlements Creative Practice Development,
Taubman College, University of Michigan

e Julian Constantino Carvajal,
Independent Legal Consultant,
Municipality of Bucaramanga



https://coolcoalition.org/projects/nature-cooling-challenge
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e Eva Gurria, Partnerships and External
Relations, NBSAP Accelerator
Partnership
e Aynur Kadihasanoglu, Senior Urban
Specialist, Red Cross and Red Crescent
15:25 — 15:47 . . Climate Centre
. Scaling Local Action for
(22 min) o R
Urban Heat Resilience e Elsa Lefévre, Programme Manager, Beat
the Heat, Subnational Climate Action
Unit, UNEP
15:47 — 15:57 Q8A Moderator: Ekta Jhaveri, Program Manager,
(10 min) Climate-Health, William Davidson Institute
15:57 - 16:00 . Ekta Jhaveri, Program Manager, Climate-Health,
Closing

(3 min)

William Davidson Institute




