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Background
Each year 13.2 percent of food produced for human consumption is lost, while an
additional 19 percent is wasted in retail, food service, and households. Food loss and
waste (FLW) contributes 8-10% global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, costs the
global economy over USD 1 trillion annually, and occurs while 733 million people face
hunger, and 2.8 billion cannot afford a healthy diet.

Achieving Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) target 12.3, to halve per capita food
waste and reduce food losses by 2030, is essential for improving the efficiency,
sustainability, and resilience of agrifood systems. Reducing FLW will mitigate GHG
emissions, enhance food security and nutrition, improve livelihoods, and foster economic
growth, thereby accelerating progress towards the 2030 Agenda.



Globally, 91 of the 129 countries who prepared national pathways (i.e. 71%) identified
FLW as a key priority in their national pathways, acknowledging its role in achieving food
systems transformation objectives across all sustainability dimensions.

To support these efforts, the Food is Never Waste Coalition was launched at UNFSS to
address FLW challenges by building capacity, fostering peer learning, and advancing FLW
advocacy. This event advances the Coalition’s goal in bringing together governments,
national convenors, food systems experts, and other stakeholders to drive collective
action towards achieving SDG 12.3. The event fits into a broader series of knowledge-
exchange meetings that the Coalition launched in April 2025. 

Event objectives
Engage national government
officials, UNFSS national
convenors and other
stakeholders on how FLW
reduction serves as catalyst for
food systems transformation
with multiple improved social,
economic and environmental
outcomes.

Provide a platform to discuss
how countries are advancing
FLW as part of National
Pathways and integration into
national strategies and plans
(agriculture, food security and
nutrition, development, NDCs,
NBSAPs, NAPs, etc.).

Share effective strategies and
actions for accelerating progress
towards SDG 12.3 and leveraging
financial mechanisms for food
loss and waste reduction.



Agenda
Opening Remarks (10 mins)

Mr Maximo Torero , Chief Economist, FAO
Dr Salman Hussain , Head of the Economics of Nature Unit, UNEP

Panel Discussion: National Pathways and Multi-Stakeholder Partnerships for
Food Systems Transformation (40 mins)

moderated by Mr Dejene Tezera , Director of the Division of Agribusiness and
Infrastructure Development, UNIDO

Prof. Ramesh Chand ,  Member of National Institution for Transforming India
Mr Jean-Sebastien Conty , Deputy Director of Global Affairs of the French
Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs
Mr Juan Prieto-Gomez, Deputy Permanent Representative of Spain to the
FAO 
Mr Hubert Nsoh Zan, Assistant Manager, Ghana Energy Commission
Ms Lisa Moon , President and CEO, The Global FoodBanking Network
Mr Michael Nkonu , Head of Agricultural Livelihoods Portfolio, IKEA
Foundation
Prof. Matteo Vittuari , Department of Agricultural and Food Sciences,
University of Bologna

 
Audience Q&A (20 mins)

Closing Remarks (5 mins)
Dr Lee Ann Jackson , Head of the Agro-Food Trade and Markets Division, OECD

Giorgia Patarnello, Urban Food Systems and Advocacy Specialist, UNEP  |
giorgia.patarnello@un.org 
Jacopo Schuerch, Project Officer, Agrifood Systems, FAO  |
jacopo.schuerch@fao.org
Marisofi Giannouli, Communications Lead, Cool Coalition  |
marisofi.giannouli@un.org

For further information, please contact:


